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Plates 34-35

In preparation for a revision of the large and complex gekkonmd
livard genus Diplodactylus Gray a study was made of all the specimens
deposited in Australian university and museum ecolleetions. During
thig study a few specimens were discovered which apparently represent
three undescribed species. 1t is not surprising that these populations
appear to be restricted to two regions already supporting a large
number of plant and animal relicts. Two of the species are known
only from the Carnarvon and North-West Natural Regions of Western
Australia and the third from central Australin. All the new forms
belong to the witfatus species group which at present includes
byrnei Lucas and Frost, conspicillatus Lucas and Trost, pulcher
(Steindaclmer), steindachneri Boulenger, tessellatus (Gunther), and
vittatus Gray. This species group is characterized by relatively long
and slightly expanded digits with moderately large subapical plates,
preanal pores cither present or absent and a cloacal spur cousisting
of a cluster of ridged spine-like scales.
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Diplodactylus galeatus sp. nov.

Holotype: S.AM. R973. Collected in the Stuart Range, South
Australin by Henry Greenficld on 15 October, 1920.

(1) Postgraduate Fulbright Scholar, during 1861-62, «t the University of Western Australia.
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lamellae (plate 35, B) and its colour and colour pattern (conspicillatus
is a marbled brown). In the Pilbara Division conspicillatus has been
collected at Yandeyarra and Mundabullangana Stations.

Etymology: This species is named in honour of Dr. Jay M.
Savage, whose interest in herpetology has stimulated all those students
who have come in contact with him.

DESCRIPTIONS OF PLATES 34-35

PLATE 34
A. A dorsal view of the holotype (8.A.M. R973) of Diplodactylus galeatus.
B. A dorsal view of the holotype (W.AM, R14823) of Diplodactylus mitchelli,

PLATE 35
A. A dorsal view of the holotype (W.AM. R14369) of Diplodaciylus savages.

B. A ventral view of the fourth toe showing the comparative sizes of the subapical
plates and subdigital lamellae of Diplodactylus conspicillatus and Diplodactylus savagei
(right).



